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O JIDDA FOR RICHARDS MISSION 
EUR oh ow Jet D4 
SEWC French Bibs see ficer told Embassy that Soviet delegation 
E composed of Bakhtov, Director of Treaty Department of 
UOP Ministry of Foreign Commerce, Pikouz, Commercial Attache 
UMSA in Paris, and Kitachev, of Commercial Office in Lebanon, 
i arriving Rabat this afternoon to discuss signing of commercial 
OLI treaty. French Embassy requested and received this information 
DCL from Minister National Economy Bouabid and Benkirane of 
Commerce, who said also negotiations had been going on for 
ICA several days in Paris. French believe Moroccan administration 
OCB Surprised by sudden arrival of Soviets and unprepared for 
USIA conerete discussions. French also believe that struggle 
CLA within cabinet has been going on for some time, with Balafrej 
OSD opposed to accepting Soviet mission of any sort, and with 
ARMY others, including probably Bouabid, fighting for principle 
NAVY of aid from any source. 
ATR 
NIC French learned of negotiations in Paris from Soviet technical 
circles. Last night Prince Moulay Hassan informed French 
Charge that Russians would be arriving Boney "to discuss 
diplomatic relations and economic problems" 
French showed us telegram marked "very urgent" from their 
Charge here to French Foreign Office informing latter this 
development. Telegram stated French Charge had-warned Mou 
Hassan against Soviet seductions. Moulay Hassan replied 
government well aware of dangers | and Balafrej, who was preseat, 
resolutely against listening to "voices from East".~ This o 
course begged question as to why in such case Soviets were = 
coming here at all. French commented to us that even if it = 
true Balafrej against dealings with Soviets game could hardly 
be said about Bouabid. —. 
French expect 
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French expect strong Paris reaction. They will endeavor 
observe movements and contacts of Soviet delegation. 
Meanwhile, French technician in Moroccan under secretariat 
of Commerce at Rabat response for commercial treaty 
negotiations has been requested by his Moroccan superiors 
to prepare List of commodities to be traded. 


IT am asking for appointment with Balafrej and hope to elicit 
further details. This may afford opportunity to review 
earlier talks on dangers of entanglements with Soviets 
(DEPTEL 108). 
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| se A 
See EMBTEL 736 Oo) 
UOP Balafrej confirmed arrival Soviet delegation. He expects to ° 
UMSA see them tomorrow. He said GOM intends to hold scope of. con- ~! 
poke versation strictly within technical field of trade talks. He — 
OnT reminded me that in earlier years Moroccan-Soviet commercial IS 
DOL exchanges were regularly negotiated by French under powers of > 
protectorate regime; this year they were excluded from Soviet- Se 
ICA French negotiations and Morocco as independent country must IS 
OCB negotiate directly. a7: 
USIA cO 
nan He is well aware of Soviet tactics and somewhat ruefully acknowl- cy 
ARMY edged that Soviet delegation may even so come forward with "other ~! 
Tey propositions" but he gave me firmest assurance that GOM will "hola 
A the line" conscious that national interest lies with west. He 
nee cited predicament of Egypt and still more of Syria another country 
trying to consolidate its independence but now through Soviet 
machinations in virtual chaos. 
I gained impression he is uneasy nonetheless and hopes business 
can be got over expeditiously. He has passed word to press bureau 
to handle matter with restraint and particularly to guard closely 
any contacts of Soviet delegation with local press. ee 
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w French Embassy source informed Embassy GOM had signed 3 a | 
TO commercial agreement with Russia and indicated they : = 
FUR planned express displeasure to GOM on grounds they & 
SRWC should have been consulted. In course conversation ———- 
P officer this Embassy with Foreign Ministry official 
UOP On general subject commercial agreements latter said = 
UMSA they had not (repeat not) signed any agreement with = 
E Russia, but they planned to negotiate such an agreement ) 
OLLI within their general pattern of bilateral commercial cee 
DCT, agreements. Also said concrete negotiations had not . 
repeat not) begun as Russian representatives had no: ae 
CA repeat no) instructions on negotiations. Was not as 
OCB repeat not) clear from conversation where any possible = 
USTA negotiations would be carried on, but Paris seems most = 
CTA logical place. ae 
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e CONSTANT IN HTOV, BORN GAROSLAVA 1912, IS DIRECTOR FOREIGN ER 
eee COMMERC i AL AGREEMENTS FOR USSR. ~ 
VWeE rd SN 
uSTA® a 
ATA - KITACHOV, BORN RIAZAN 1925, IS ASSISTANT COMMERCIAL au 
OSD REPRESENTAT IVE USSR AND GIVES RESIDENCE AS 49 RUE DE LA FAISANDERIE 95 
“ARMY PARIS. a” O1 
NAVY. «. mn - © = 
oc ELENA EFIMOVA, BORK MOSCOW 1907, !S SECRETARY AND GIVES SAME 
ae RESIDENCE AS PIKOUZ. y ee Se a BLE 
oe cy 
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L Press announced signature yesterday of Commerce agreement & . 
LO between Russia and GOM for duration one year with provision 
BUR for renewal if desired. \Russia will supply crude petroleun, 
P fuel oil, machine tools, Lumber, cellulose and sewing + 
UOP machines, against cork, citrus fruits, wool, skins, and NK 
UMSA craftsmen products. Bakhtor signed for Russians andiUnder oO) 
E Secretary of State for Commerc azidi for Moors. Comment sé 
OLI made that only normal for Morocco rade agreement with é 
DCL Russia and that Russian delegate leaving today. ag 
LCA Provided there were no other agreements made during stay me 
OCB Russian delegate, would appear Balafrej was successful his ee 
USTA stated intention keep discussions to routine commercial ~~ 
CIA matters. re 
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FROM AMCONSULATE GENERAL, CASABLANCA sees 
TO THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE, WASHINGTON. 
REF 


CERF, June 30, 1954 





The commercial agreement with the Soviet Union covering a one-year period 
April 15, 1957, signed in Rabat on April 18, 1957,.as previously reported by 
Embessy Rabat, contains the following export and import possibilities for Morocco 


according to the Bulletin Officiel No. 2326 of May 24, 1957. 


Moroccan Exports to URSS: 


Raw cork 

Processed cork 

Gitrus fruits 

Washed sheep's wool 

Sheepskins 

Palmetto fiber * 

Artisanal handicraft items 
Unspecified miscellaneous goods 


* quantity not yet determined 


Moroccan Imports from URSS: 


Sawn timber 

Gellulose 

Crude petroleum ** 

Gasoil 

Heavy fuel oil 

Ghemicals 

Machinery and equipment 

Window glass 

Sewing machines 

Unspecified miscellansous goods 





100 
100 
9,000 
500 
70,000 
10 

180 


10,000 
2,000 
50,000 
7,000 
10,000 
1 

200 
60,000 
100 
240 
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tons 
tons 
tons 
tons 


metric 
metric 
metric 
metric 
units 


million francs 
million francs 


cubic meters 
metric tons 
metric tons 
metric tons 
metric tons 
million francs 
million francs 
Square meters 
million francs 
million francs 
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**® 20,000 to 30,000 metric tons to be delivered before December 31, 1957. 
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| ec: Paris, Rabat, Tangier 
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H. Ford 
American Consul General 
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| On April 19, 1958, in Moscow, representatives of the Moroccan Government 
Signed a commercial agreement with the Soviet Union, for the period April 15, 


1958 to April 15, 1959, thus continuing the bilateral accord signed between the 
two countries in April of 1957. 


the increases in quantities. 


Moroccan Exports to USSR 
Raw cork 


Semi-processed cork 
Processed cork 

Citrus fruit 

Wines 

Washed sheep's wool 
Sheepskins 

Artisanal handicraft items 
Canned sardines 
Unspecified miscell. goods 
Almonds * 

Olive oil * 


Moroccan imports from USSR 


Crude petroleum 

Gasoil 

Heavy fuel oil 

Paraffin 

Sawn timber 

Mining props 

Packing wood 

Telegraph poles 

Newsprint & packing paper 
| Cotton yard goods 
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Unit 


metric tons 
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million francs 
metric tons 
each 
million francs 
"W 


* quantities not yet determined 


metric tons 
Lif 


cubic meters 
7] 


metric tons 
n 


Ww 
million francs 


UNCLASSIFIED 


ACTION COPY — DEPARTMENT OF STATE 


The action office must return this permanent record copy to DC/R files with an endorsement of action taken. 


Aside 


1958 1957 

(agreement) (agreement) 
200 100 
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153 180 
85,000 50,000 
28,000 7,000 
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The products to be exchanged are listed below, “ & 
with the corresponding amounts of the 1957 exchanges in parentheses. 


from listing a greater variety of products, the latest agreement is notable for 
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(Classification) Desp. No. 128 __ . 
“ Fro 
F Moroccan Imports from USSR (continued) 
| 1958 O57. 
- Unit (agreement) (agreement) 
Spools of thread gross 1,500 ~ 
Sheet iron metric tons 1,300 - 
Sewing machines each 500 * 100 million frs. 
Miscell. machines & equipment million francs 350 200 
Chemicals e 100 = 
Vodka ** - - 
Unspecified miscell. goods " 153 240 


* approximately 150 million francs 
*x* guantity not yet determined 
American Consul General 
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ee of Delegation of the Uhion Marocaine du Commerce, de 1'In- 
ustrie, et de l'Artisanat to the Soviet Union E GSO -— aS 
Ainy-3 pip OO > eS |® 
PIA Yaa 
_ Mre Mohamed MARRAKCHT, Assistant Treasurer of the Union Maro- 
caine du Commerce, de 1l'Industrie, et de l'Artisanat (UMCIA), who 
informed the Consulate General on June 6 that the Soviet Chamber of 
Commerce had invited ten UMCIA members to visit the USSR in late 
June, confirmed this information on June 11 and added the following 
commentary in the course of a conversation on other questions. 





eb 


The UMCIA plans to send ten members. They will be accompanied 
by two or three members of the Soviet Economic Mission which has 
been in Morocco since February, including its Chief, Petre 
ZACHARIKINE. Marrakchi expects to go, and he indicated that Abbes 
BENJELLOUN and Mohamed BENNANI, both Vice Presidents of the UMCIA, 
might also be included. Mohamed LARAKI, President of the UMCIA 
(President of Royal Air Maroc, President of the Budget Commission 
of the Consultative Assembly, etc.) might also go, but Marrakchi 
was unwilling to be committed on this point as Laraki had not 
returned to Casablanca from the International Labour Organization 
Conference in Geneva where he has been an employer delegate for 
Morocco. Marrakchi emphasized that the UMCIA delegation would be 
a strong one, i.e., business men of responsible commercial standing, 
for two reasons: (1) they would be unlikely to be deceived or 
“taken in" by blandishments which they expect to be preferred by 
the Soviets; (2) they will be in a position to implement in part 
the Moroccan-Soviet commercial agreement of last April, which is 
the ostensible purpose of the mission. 


SSc1-9/I17ILL? 


Marrakchi, in response to his question, was informed that the 
visit would not, per se, prejudice the issugnce of U. S. visas 
at a later date. 


COMMENT 


The Soviet invitation is well-timed and may prove most effective. 
It follows closely enough on the signing of the commercial agree= 
ment to be placed in that context and to provide a good excuse for 
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| the UMCTA's acceptance. The Soviet commercial mission, which 
has received relatively little publicity and whose activities 
have not been well documented, will be given the prestige of 
escorting a group of important Moroccan personalities and will 
certainly develop, through the intimate contact engendered thereby, 
the possibilities of a firm foothold in the commercial community 
of Morocco. Although Marrakchi said the UMCIA was "suspicious" 
of the Soviets, he commented it would be a welcome change to be 
able to deal with one group which would bring together in one place 
all that the delegation might be interested in purchasing. He, a 
textile importer, contrasted this procedure with his experiences 


in England and France whereihe journeyed from city to city seeking 
the best purchase, 


The Consulate General is inclined to accept Marrakchi'ts some- 
what bland rationale. There is possible advantage enough to the 


Soviet's in this invitation without speculating further on the 


proader aspects it presents of Soviet economic and cultural pene=- 
tration of Morocco. 


/lanry (bo Tere 


Henry H. Ford 
American Consul General 
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suBJecTt: Soviet Crude Petroleum May Be Refined in Morocce,. V2 Be 


With the excuse of the recent trade agreement (April 15, 1958), the Soviets i. — 
are pushing hard to market specified quantities of refined petrolewm products and | 
crude petroleum in Morocco. In addition to achieving a larger share of the 
Moroccan petroleum products market, the USSR may see its Bleck Sea crude refined 
at Sidi Kacem (ex Petit-—Jean) and distributed in part. through the facilities of 
UeSe companies such as Socony, ESSO and Texaco, due to an arrangement whereby the 
refinery products of Sidi Kacem are taken by marketing companies in proportion to 
their share of the Moroccan market. According to U.S. oil] companies represen=- 
tatives, the present French, U.S. and British interests are in general opposed 
to distributing Soviet refined products and to handling Sidi Kacem refinery 
products, ex—Soviet crude. 


Background ~ 


Under the 1957 USSR~Moroccan trade agreement, Morocco agreed to import 
50,600 tons (1) of crude petroleum, 7,000 tons of gas oil, and 10,000 tons of 
heavy fuel. oil. According to a U.S. petroleum official, the samples of crude 
petroleum presented by the Soviets exhibited a sulphur content too high for 
acceptance by the Societe Cherifienne des Petroles (SCP) which owns and operates 
the Sidi Kacem refinery (2). According to industry officials, the Soviets 
supplied about 10,060 tons of heavy fuel oil in 1957. 


B8SS8-L/ITIL LOY 


The April 1956 agreement between the two eountries increased Morocco's 
proposed imports to 85,600 tons of erude petroleum, 28,000 tons gasoil, 35,060 
tons of heavy fuel oil, and 500 tons of paraffim,e The refined products from 


Pit 4 9 * 
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(1) all tonnages are metrie ~ aT = 


(2) The Societe Cherifienne des Petroles owns the crude petrolem prod is} 
facilities of Moroccoy>the;refinery at Sidi Kacem, markets the nefinery 
output of gasoline, diesel oil, fuel oil, kerosene, and butane. Xt is’ 
presently owned 44% by the French Government (Bureau de Recherches Petro~ 


| lieres), 44% by the Moroccan Government (Bureau de Recherches et de Parti- 


by the Banque de Paris et des Pays-Bas 
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this list were submitted by the Under Secretariat for Industrial Production | 
and Mines of the Ministry of National Econozmy to the Comite Professionnel des 
importateurs, Distributeurs de Carburants et Combustibles Liquides (CoI.C.Le}, 
headed by M. Pierre Chapelon, General Manager for TOTAL, affiliate of the ; 
Gompagnie Francaise des Petroles (see preceeding footnote). According to UeS. 
oii company officials, the CeIeCeLe replied that it was not interested in 
distributing Soviet products. However, a French company, the Societe Marocaine 
des Produits Petroliers (SMPP) is understood to be willing to handle these 
productse The C.I.C.Le also reported to its members that in May, it was 
approached by two members of the Soviet commercial mission, Messrs. Eugenie 


Schourov and Peter Zakharikhine, who urged that it agree tc handle the Soviet 
products (3). 





While this impasse has developped, the problem of crude petrolewm has 
been pushed forward, The refinery at Sidi Kacem has a capacity of appraxi- 
mately 80,000 tons of input, supplied by Moroccan crude production, Thus far, 
crude imports have come from the Parentis field in France, plus insignificant 
emounts from Venezuela and Algeria, arranged by the marketing companies. 
Societe Cherifienne des Petroles planned that during the present year all the 
gap between refinery capacity and Moroccan crude production would be filled by 
74,,0C0 tons from Parentis and the Hassk Messaoud field in Algeria (4). How- 
ever, latest information is that Hassi Messaoud crude is to be replaced by 
30,000 tons of Russian crude, since the initial importation of 2,000 tons from 
Hassi Messaoud was protested by the FLN and though finally disposed of, it 
probably marked the last Algerian crude import for the foreseeable future. The 
French companies have been reluctant to agree to supply more, so at present the 
Soviet crude would fit nicely into the picture. The same U.S. source stated 
that recent samples of Soviet crude have been satisfactory to the refinerye 
The Moroccan Government, 40% owmer of Societe Cherifienne des Petroles, has 
been insistent on the use of Soviet crude. Should the reluctance of the 
distributing group, as well as the Societe Cherifienne des Petroles, be 
overcome, the products of Soviet crude petrolew will likely find their way. 
into U.S. owned distribution channels in Morocece. 





3) Socony, ESSO, Texaco are not members of the CeleC.Le However, the local 
director of ESSO was approached by the two Soviets who were told ESSO was 
not. interested in distributing their refined products. 


(4) This decision to expand refinery output was taken before Mre Benkirane 
went to Moscow in April to renew the Soviet-Moreccan agreemente 
Reportedly he was upset when he returned and discovered there was no 
capacity left to handle the Soviet crude to be peddled by the Soviet 


commercial mission under the agreement. 
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RMR TO: Secretary of State : BE ph. 
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a s 
INR SENT DEPARTMENT 165, REPEATED INFORMATION PARIS 63, MOSCOW 1, as | 
aie TUNIS 38, CASABLANCA AND TANGIER UNNUMBERED. KR 
a= 
SEWC GOM Information Service announced yesterday expected arrival ™ 
P August 6 at Casablanca of Soviet delegation "charged with ce : 
uOP arranging modalities of agreement on exchange of commercial ~ 
= representations between Morocco and Soviet Union.'' Principal on 
REP delegates are Schvedov, Director of African Department in OO 
IRC Soviet Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and Barktov, Director 
DCL Treaty Department Foreign Commerce Ministry. =e 
OCB Comment: Soviet Trade Delegation which has been here for ” 
USIA some weeks has presumably been attending to implementation 
CIA trade agreement, while new delegation will arrange establishment 
OSD permanent trade delegation. '"Barktov'' presumably misspelling 
ARMY of Bakhtiev who was here last year to negotiate trade agreement. 
NAVY presence of Schvedov obviously suggests Soviet political 
AIR interest in Morocco and possibility he will seek more formal 
NIC diplomatic relations. 
YOST 
JAK~6 = 
as 
fai 
So 
a 3 fe 
no a 
= Bi = 
£o.) a mr 
~~} 22> ro 
oe 
UNLESS “UNCLASSIFIED” 
PERMANENT CONFIDENTIAL REPRODUCTION FROM THIS 





RECORD COPY e This copy must be returned to RM/R central tiles with notSeion' SF ROHIBITED. one 





OFFICIAL USE ONLY DO NOT TYPE IN THIS SPACE 
pe SE RIORILY rey fei (Security Classification) eae Be me 
ae! FOREIGN SERVICE DESPATCH |. me Bo/. WH / P1833 oS 


a 
= x, 


re ot Zi 


FROM ‘ AMCONSULATE GENERAL, CASABLANCA 













TO : THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE, WASHINGTON. —_____August_ 18, 1958 eet 2 

REF . CERP, February 1957 =p (I) (A) (6); Congen Despatch 130, June 12, 1958 =p 

Embas patch June 26, 1958 Ef- {_ Seacrest COS of eis 

Forder. | APO S . Gee ONS fl AM GE ay if 
Si4 TK-2 TAL 2 LAB -S~ 


ssion Returns from the Soviet Union Ria 4¢ WatyZ2 Prrequ-- / 


AIR” 3 
| The mission of the Union Marocaine du Commerce, de 1'Industrie, et de 1!?Ar— | 
tisanat (UMCIA) which visited the Soviet Union July 3-17 returned July 20. The 
administrative Secretary General of the UMCIA and secretary of the mission, Omar 
Cheddadi, gave his views in an article in the Petit Casablancais of August 8 (the * 
Moroccan portion of the French commercial and financial weekly, La Vie Francaise)e. 
His reported impressions are enclosed. Se 


LOv 


In a conversation with the reporting officer, Cheddadi gave the strong 
impression that the mission had not been particularly successful either from the 
point of view-of doing business or propaganda on behalf of the Sovtet Union. In 
thirteen days three cities were visited, Moscow, Leningrad, and Stalingrad. The 
datter city left the group cold though the weather was very hote Regardless of 
the impressive fact that the city had been rebuilt since the war there seemed 
little reason for the mission to have visited it, said Cheddadi.e The tremendous 
hydroelectric project nearby produced a similar reaction. The Russians, Cheddadi 
remarked, talked statistics throughout the stay, and he demonstrated how well the 
figures had stuck in his mind, by recounting rapidly the expected output of the 
dam, the kilometers of railroad within the complex, the cubic meters of water, 
etc. Moscow was too big and vast, and the Ministry of Foreign Commerce efficials 
with whom the mission had to treat, were somewhat inflexible, hesitant 3 and unable 
to make deals as business men do, yielding on price here, agreeing to samples = 
there, etc. Leningrad was the most enjoyable city: not only did the mission OU 
visit a mosque — which Cheddadi described as the highlight of the journey in his ¢ 
newspaper articie — it saw a good football match, This match and another in 
Moscow, one gathered, were the most enjoyed moments of the stay] France and 
Uruguay defeated Soviet industrial and army teams on each occasione 


SCer-8/ ly lL 


Cheddadi reported that the factories which they visited appeared somewhat 
out of datee One member of the mission was an engineer and took perverse pleasure 
in calling the attention of Soviet guides to the age of the equipment, particu- 
larly in a textile factory visited in Leningrad. The people everywhere appeared 
"indifferent" (see enclosure which Cheddadi reemphasized in the conversation). 
Cheddadi remarked at one point that there had been many US tourists in Moscow, © 
and he had personally been impressed by their behaviores Dg Ns 


{ ‘ 


| The mission spoke French during working sessions with the — 4 
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According to Cheddadi the only official they talked with who spoke Arabic was | 
ial 


Schedov, who is presently in Rabat negotiating details of the Soviet conmerc 
mission in Morocco. 





COMMENT: 


Although Cheddadi, in giving the foregoing picture of the visit may have 
been deliberating trying to be misleading, the reporting officer believes that 
the visit was not fraught with the immediate consequence predicted before its 
departure in part because the Russian hosts may not have been very adroite It 
is in fact just happily possible that the members of the mission may have 
returned with far more "mixed" feelings thah they previously held ~- a result 
which has occasionally occurred in our own exchange of persons program, However 
not until other members of the mission have been sounded out will a more seasoned 


evaluation be possible. 


Henry H. Ford 
American Consul General 
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Varied and numerous impressions 





What are the general impressions one can develop after such a trip? They 
are extremely numerous and varied, é 


The general impression is that of an immense and steady amount of hard 
work in which woman's participation is considerable, since in all the factories 
we have visited, women accounted for 30% of the labor force. We also received 
the impression of a huge effort made toward scientific and technical formatione 


We were told that 50 millions Russians attended schools of which 29.1 are young 
peoples 


The cost of living seemed to us very high. The average worker's salary is 
700 roubles, i.e. about 30,000 frances, but he has to pay two thirds of his 
salary for a poor quality suit of clothes, and almost a quarter of his salary 
for a pair of shoes, In the spinning mill of Leningrad, the working week is 
46 hours, but they assured us that this would be reduced next year. The 
working day is almost continuous since the worker only disposes of 25 minutes 
for a meal. He is paid twice a month according to amount of work performed, 
Ages for retirement pension are 55 years for women and 60 years for mene 


To the foreigner, the huge anonymous crowds which one sees leaving their 
work is disconcerting. One gathers neither a Sign of gaiety nor a sign of 
cheerlessness, but simply the impression of total “indifference'te The Russians 
we spoke to expressed their conviction that the people's way of life would be 
progressively improved. "We are working for the coming generations" they saide 


This immense machinery which includes tens of millions of persons is at 
once impressing and disconcerting: it seems to leave very small chance for 
dreaming, for woman's role as we understand it, for entertainment... However, 
Russia is no longer confined within herself. In Moscow we met many foreignersy 
businessmen or tourists: some Americans as unconventional and typical as in 
Brooklyn; Arab or Far Eastern delegations » East Germans; representatives from 
West European countriese.. At the time we were there, the World Congress of 
Architects brought into Moscow thousands of architects. We were informed that 
for the first time next year, American students would attend courses at the 
Moscow University. A wertain relationship will result which we hope will 
clarify relations between East and West. 


To us, this trip to USSR was extremely instructive, It enabled us to 
discover the impressive achievements of a country in full productivity. It 


also made us aware of exchange possibilities, notably in the economic field, 
and of certain basic differences in ideas. 


The delegation will in the near future give a complete report on this 


| trip to the members of the UMCIA, 
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E TANGIER. aie 
INR Tempo Soviet commercial penetration Morocco increasing. = 
H Consulate General reliably informed Soviets agreed take NN 
EUR unsold stocks canned sardines (several hundred thousand _ 
P cases) and vegetable fiber. Also in bids requested by ~ 
UOP GOM fox 120 jeep-type vehicles Soviets underbid Jeep and 00 
E Landrover and agreed to take payment in oranges. Final x 
ee decision latter deal believed not yet taken by GOM. oS 
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E SENT DEPARTMENT 343; REPEATED INFORMATION TUNIS 88, CASABLANCA, 
REP TANGIER UNNUMBERED. 
DCL aN 
CIA Department telegram 239 o 
Coy Czechoslovek commercial mission established November 1956 <. 
WAVY Casablanca and has 5 members. Polish commercial mission my 
AIR established February 1958 at Casablanca has 2 members. N 
NIC During past year traveling commercial missions from Russia, aa 
Bulgaria, and Communist China have visited Morocco. Leader SS 
Communist China delegation left Morocco July 1958 but © 
reportedly four members that delegation remain Morocco 4s 5 
unofficial buying mission. Russian mission (see Weekly a 
Economic Review No. 32) came to negotiate permanent OO 
commercial mission, but GOM has stated its intention exchange 
representatives at ambassadorial level. Not certain yet 
what will be relationship commercial mission to eventual on 
Russian Embass QC. 
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The Italian tanker, Drepanum, arrived at Casablanca on September 27 » 1958 
with 10,000 metric tons of crude petroleum from the Soviet Black Sea port of 

Tuapsee This is the first shipment of 30,000 metric tons to be delivered from 
the Apcheron oil fields, the remainder of which is expected in the near futures 
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The petrolewa will be refined at Sidi Kacem (ex—Petit—Jean), and will 
presumably be distributed in part by American marketing facilities here (see 
referenced ConGen despatch). 


The local manager of a large U.S. oil company distributing in Morocco 
alleges the Soviets will probably continue to supply crude to Morocco in 
increasing amounts as local output gradually declines, 


French companies have 
not wished to fill the gap, preferring to supply their metropolitan refineries, 
and to use Morocco as dumping ground for some of their refinery productse 
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American Consul General 
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UCEA rade agreement Signed November 13 between USSR and Morocco 
UMSG Prov s for equivalent about $6 million trade each way for year 
ICA beginning November 1. Total value and products envisaged in 
P exchange approximately same as those in last year's agreement. 
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